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H E following Letter WAS uriten 
at my requeſt, as the learned au. 
_ thor. of 1 Bar truly repreſented.” 
That farpriſi ing miracle ſaid to be 
wrought in the fifth century, in con- 
firmation of the doctriue of the Trinity, 
always appear d to me ſo di ferent in 
ſeveral reſpetts from any of thoſe record. 
ed in the ſacred writings, which were 
done either by Chriſt, or bis apoſtles; that 
I was very deſirous to get a more parti- 
cular account of it, and to ſee upon what . 
hiflorical evidence the truth of it depends... 
But not being in. a. proper. ſituation for - 
thit myſelf, I was obliged to apply to 4 
friend, and deſire him to ſend me a fad 
aud impartial account of it. from all thoſe. \ 
anthers, why lived: at or mar. the time. 
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and I have the greateſt reaſon to believe 
has executed it win the ſame unpreju- 
_ viete, 75 that I bad . when 1 
TR ron 57 now venture to make it pu 
blic, that every one, who will be at the 
Pins 70 20 read? y Ha may be able 0 
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ſeruable,t Ae Pertiesprofeſid them, 
ſelues Chriſtians ;. and that: the diſpate 
| between them 4 not relate to the truth 
of the. Chrift i/tian revelation in general. is 
oppoſition to any other [theme of religion ; 
bus only to the ſenſe\ of a particular do- 
Grine. Now aur Saviear has vot only 
taught un, that when perſons have the 
edvantage of 4 divine revelation once 
Ferie and abliſhed among them, they 
have 10 reaſon to expet?. new-miracles 
for the confirmation of any part F it; 
but lileuuiſo that miracks in fach « e 
would be ing fre tua“ to thoſe, who 205t 
not attend. to the evidence already given 
them. This, I think, is plainly intimgt- 
d in the parable of the rich man, who 
it there repreſented as leing in. a Kate of 
2 after death, aud deſring u- 
am d fend Lazarus from the flare of 
ap Niritr into this world ta wary his 
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brethren, who" "were yet living. and pre- 


- 
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vent their coming into the ſame miſe- 


Table flate with himſelf. To whom Abra. 


Jae the Chriftian revelation, 


ham replies * They have Moſes and the 
prophets. Aud again: If they hear not 
Moſes and the prophets, neither will they 


be peiſuaded, tho one roſe from the dead. 


The certainty of a future ftate of rewards 
and puniſhments is a doftrine of the laſt 


importance to mankind. and pet our da. 


arour lets us know by this parable, that 
the "writings o, Moſes and the prophets 

were not-only ſufficient, > but, of duly al. 
tended to, better ſuited to convince men 


"of the truth of ts; than a miracle would 


be. Aud if ft, Ido not apprehend, what 

reaſon we have to ſuppoſe 2 miratle ſhould 5 
'be rorought' in the caſe before As, 70 con. 
nge the Arians of their error, who en. 


aud owned 
its divine authority. - At to the other 


reaſon alleged by the. Doctor, Chriſtians 


are 10: where zaught, that T know of, in 


the. ſacred writin gs, bo expert. miracks 
Nr tbe ron firmation of their faith under 
A -The reward of feet and 


2 Luke XVI. 29, 31. | 
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vine ale, In ens, jar ag 7¹ 
their trials; are often promiſed them for 
their encouragement; and there had been 
before that time almoſt innumerable in- 
fances of fuch Chriſtians, who Hen hoe 
motives only, without amy freſh mirarler 
for their ſupport, had undergone the moſt 
cruel tortures, that either barbarous men 
_ could invent, or human nature fer. I 
therefore ſee as little reaſon to ſuppoſe 
4 miracle ſhould be wrought- on this ar. 
count, as on the former. And, indeed 
both theſe. ſuppoſitions may poſſibly be 
| thought by ſome to look too much like in- 
peaching the Chriſtian religion, 4s, not 
ſufficient to an ſiuer ſome of the main ende, 
for which it was deſigned, and which it 
dethares to bave in view: that. is, to 
gide ws a clear and perfect rule of every 
thing, that 25 neceſſary for us to believe 
and prattiſe; and to furniſh us with all 
rer. motives to conſtancy in the pro- 
Hlſiom f it. For to ſuppoſe 4 miracle 
2 ro decide a controverſy between 
Chriſtians, relating to any doftrine re- 
ale: in the ſacred ſcriptures, may ſeem 
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Jorg, and that in a manner a Fa ne 
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cauſe of Chriflianity\at ang time; and r 
eſpecially at ſuch ſeaſans, to inſiſt upom any 
arguments in defen ſe either of the whole, 
or any particular doftrine, which will not 
bear the ſtricteſt ſerutiny and examination. 
| Its avowed enemies are always ready 


to lay hold of 2 thing, that appears 


weak or duli h they greatly im- 
prove to its dun 77 22 by endeavour- 
ing to perſuade. if ant and unguarded 


perſons, that all ot TY arguments brought 


to ſupport it are alike indefenſible. But 


as the contrary to this is evident, and its 
divine original and certainty are capable 
of being evinced from ſuch reaſons, as 
have been hithertd, and, 1 doubt not, 

even: mu le. ſufficient w boffle: alis great - 


e art and ſubtlety of its worſt enemies; 
it were to be wiſh'd, the true friends of 


it would not make uſe of any other in its 
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1 upon the Ghriftian relig. by. 


could isl reſdact to. this fur. Hur, 
Ftbinb, it cam le us rel farce ta al 
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Dear Sir, 


O U can't but remember, that 
ſome time ago, when the ſub. 
ject of our conyerſation hap- 

pen d to be the miracles, 
which are ſaid to have been wrought 
after the apoſtles days, you mention*d 
that very remarkable one of the fifth 
century, in - defenſe of the ever bleſſed 
Trinity; and at the ſame time deſir d me 
to make what inquiry I could into the 
proof there is for this fact, and examine 
the nature of the evidence brought to 
ſupport it. This I have done, and now 
ſend you my thoughts freely on that 
ſubject, en 1 Tabmic. to your judg- 
ment. 
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Alleged for this miracle as inſufficient, 


2) 


THERE are many perſons, I know, 4 


who, if they were to read theſe papers, 


in which I argue againſt the authority 


would think that by ſo doing I ſhew'd 
myſelf an Arian; and that I denied there 
ever was ſuch a in, becauſe it is a 
plain proof of the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity. But were any perſons to ſay this 
to me, I ſhould only ask them, whether 
they thought the augurs and ſoothſayers 
among the Romans could by their art 
foretel events; and if they denied it, 1 
think 1 might with equal reaſon tell 
them,” they did ſo becauſe they were 
atheiſis; it being an argument much 
uſed by the Stoics to prove the exiſtence 
of a Deity *. For I can't perceive, that 
we are any more obliged to give in- 
to every argument advanced by Chri- 
ſtian divines, i in proof of a particular arti» · 


% 


- ® Quid haruſpicum ars, nonne driaa ? Hæc innume- 
tabilia ex eodem genere qui videat, nonne cogatur confiteri 
eſſe Deos? Quorum enim interpretes ſunt, eos ipſos eſſe 


ndgoſſe eſt: Deorum autem interpretes ſunt: Deos igitur 
eſſe fateamur. ee FEIOn 0 | 


cle 


30 


all the arguments. of the antient philo- 


5 ſophers, in defenſe of ſome point of nas»: 


cural religion. The force of the evi- 
dence; with which it is attended, ought 


certainly in both caſes equally to deter- 
mine us. Bur I know there is no like. 


lihood of your being led into ſo weak a 


manner of judging. I think every argu- 


went brought to prove the Chriſtian reli- 


gion in general, or any doctrines it re- 


veals to us, ought diligently to be exa- 
mined ; nor indeed ought any argument 
to be uſed, which will nor ſtand the teſt 
of the moſt nice and ſtrict examination: 


for I make no doubt, but infidelity has 


been ſometimes promoted eyen by the 
friends of Chriſtianity, who have laid 

too great a ſtreſs on weak arguments; or 
endeayoured to ſupport their notions by 
groundleſs reports of miracles, which 
| have upon inquiry been found to be ficti- 
tions. When ſuch arguments are uſed, 
and ſuch ſtories inſiſted on, men are apt 


2 are either very weak or 
33 


ale 


cle of reveal d a - than we are to 


to conclude, that thoſe who act in that 


LEP 
ing perſons ; and that the religion they 
thus attempt to — is falſe and un- 


2 


I SHALL premiſe an obſervation or 
two in general upon the miracles faid to 
be wrought ſince the time of the apo. 
ſtles, before I come to conſider that par- 

_ ticular miracle, which I intend _ 
for the ſubject of my preſent. i 3 
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Ir is thought by ſome learned men, 
that a power of working miracles continu- 
ed in the church ſome centuries aſter our 
Saviour's aſcenſion. And from Tertul- 
lian *, Minucius Felix *, Origen ©, and 


Edatur hie aliquis ſub tribunalibus veſtris, quem dzmo- 
ne agi conflet ; juſſus a quolibet Chriſtiano loqui ſpiritus ille, 
tam ſe dxmonem confitebitur de vero, quam alibi Deum 
de falſo. And in the ſame chapter, ſpeaking of thoſe di. 
vile, he ſays : Etiam de corporibus noſtro imperio exce- 
dune ĩnviti. Apolog. c. 23. Vid. etiam Ad Scap. c. 2, 
et 4. 
d Hzc omnia ſciunt plerique ipſos dæmonas de ſemet- 
ipſis confiteri, quoties a nobis tormentis verborum et ora- ' 
tionis incendiis de corporibus nana. Cap. 23. | 
© *EFemvg.duor duiuoras, xj mids ĩeiceis Sd, &} 


e ma n gu d Move 9 18885 
. Cell. p. 34. 
Lactan · 


Lactantius, one might imagine a power 
of miracles was granted to moſt Chriſtians 


in thoſe times. And ſome perhaps may 


think, that what our Saviour ſaid to his 


diſciples a little before his aſcenſion, re- 
lated to ſuch a power, which was to be 


continued for ſome time: And be ſaid 


unto them, Go ye into all the world, © 


and preach the goſpel to every crea- 
tire: he that believeth, and is bap. 
tized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that be- 
lieveth not, ſhall be damned. And theſe 
Ane ſhall follow them that believe 
in my name ſhall they caſt out devils ; 
they ſhall ſpeak with new tongues ; 
they ſhall take up ſerpents; and if they 
drink any deadly thing, it ſhall not hurt 
them; they ſhall lay hands on the ſich, 
and they ſhall recover *. Theſe words 


are general, and ſeem to imply, that 
thoſe who believed in Chriſt, from the 


n of his apoſtles, ſhould have a 


by Juſtos autem, id eſt, cultores Dei metuunt.  Cujus 


nomine adjurati de corporibus excedunt. Inſt, Lib. 1 f. 
c. 15. 5 

* Mark xyi, 155 Cc. | 

power 


S 


(6) 


power of caſting out devils, of ſpeak- 
ing with new tongues, Sc. That theſe 
powers were in the apoſtles days diſtri- 
buted to Chriſtians by the Spirit, is very 
plain and certain: for the apoſtle Paul 
ſays, To one ir given by the Spirit the 
word of wiſdom, to another the word 
of knowledge by the ſame Spirit, to 
another faith by the. ſame Spirit, to 
another the gifts of healing by the 
ſame Spirit, to another the working of 
miracles, to another prophecy, to ano- 


tber diſcerning of ſpirits, to another di. 


vers kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues *. So that we 
muſt not underſtand St. Mark, as if every 
Chriſtian was to have every one of thoſe 
powers confer d on him; but that fuch 
powers ſhould be among them diſtributed 
ſeverally, as the Holy Spirit ſhould ſee con- 
venient. Some have ſuppoſed thoſe words 
. ought to be ſo far reſtrained, as to con- 
tain only a promiſe to thoſe, who ſhould 
believe upon the preaching of the apo- 


2 1 Corinth. xii. 8, Oc. 


ſtles; 


1 EE 
files; bur I am inclined to think, a power 
of working miracles laſted longer than 
thoſe times: but how long it continued 
is, I believe, very difficult to determine; 
nor ſhall 1 at preſent enquire. I ſhall on- 
ly ſay in general, that while paganiſm 


| continued to be the eſtabliſh'd religion 


thro? the Roman empire, ſuch diſcoveries 
of a divine power attending the propaga- 
tion of the goſpel among the heathen 
appear to me much more eaſy to be ac. 
counted for, than afterward, when Chri- 
ſtianity became the public religion, and 
had the proteCtion of the civil power. 
Miracles ſaid to be done after this, and 
among Chriſtians, ſhould in my appre- 
benſion be very cautiouſly uſed, as an 
argument for the truth of the Chriſtian 
religion, and more eſpecially for the 
proof of any particular doctrine; for 
there are moſt certainly in the fathers, 
and eccleſiaſtical hiſtorians, many idle 
and abſurd ſtories, which I am ſure no 
prudent and conſiderate proteſtant can 
believe. The church of Rome indeed 
defends the greateſt —— and ido- 
latry 


0 


(8) 


latry from writers of the fourth, fifth, ; 
and ſixth centuries, who have ie 


miracles, which ſeem to favour and coun- 
tenance their practices. Whoever will 


read Bellarmine's treatiſe, De reliquiis 


et imaginibus ſanctorum, will ſee many 


authorities taken from the antients, 
ſuch as Epiphanius, Baſil, Gregory Nazi- 
anzen, and others, for ſeveral miracles ef- 
fected by. the graves and relics of 
ſaints. The famous ſtory of our Sa. 
viour's croſs being found by Helena, the 


mother of Conſtantin, and the miracles 


done by it, which are related by Cyril of 


Jeruſalem, Ambroſe, Paulinus, Ruffi- 


nus, Sulp. Severus, Socrates, Sozomen, 
and others, have been the foundation 


of the ridiculous reſpect paid to ſome 


bits of wood, which they ſay are parts of 
it, as likewiſe to other croſſes. The 


worſhip of the Virgin Mary is defended 


by popiſh writers, from ſtories of ber 


appearing oſten; and the doctrine of 
purgatory they pretend to prove from 


apparitions, which declar d they came 
. thence. But altho theſe things, and 


others 


(9) 


others of che like nature, are juſtly ex- 


ploded by all proteſtants; yet from hence 


to deride the fathers, and ridicule the 


ſtudy of their writings, as if they were 


guilty of forgery, and conſequently de- 


ſigning men, ſeems to me a haſty way of 


judging. For my part, I had rather 


eſteem them weak and over credulous in 
ſome things, than wicked. Tho indeed 


the believing a ſtory without foundation 


does not always argue ſo great a weak- 


neſs of judgment, as may be imagined ; ; 
provided that ſtory, if true, would be a 


confirmation of ſome favourite doctrine, 
or a good argument againſt the opinion 


of others: for there is generally in men 
a great fondneſs for a doctrine, which 
they have once eſpouſed, and eſpecially 
if it be made a party diſtinction. And 


it has frequently happen d, that thoſe, 


We ._ 


who in other reſpects have appear'd to 
be men of a great ſtrength of genius, 


aud ſoundneſs of judgment, have too 


haſtily given into what, if true, would 
confirm a favourite opinion; and have 


made uſe of willing and weak arguments 


to 
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C63 
to ſupport it. This might ba the caſe 
with ſome of the fathers, who without 


due examination might credit ſome things, 
which favour'd their notions ; eſpecially 


when they were oppos'd by others: and | 


tis well known, that nothing ever met 
with greater oppoſition in the antient 


church, than the doctrine of the Trinity; 


in proportion to which the biaſs muſt 
be ſo much the ſtronger for hearkning 
to any thing, that might ſerve to defend 
it. And therefore both here, and in all 
ſuch caſes, where the arguments depend 
upon facts, the ſtronger prejudices they 
appear to have lain under, who report 
them, the greater 9 may juſtly 


be PT 


Tuksk is | lect proper to pre- 
miſe concerning the miracles in general, 
ſaid to be wrought after the apoſtles 
days, by way of introduction to what | 
J have to ſay concerning that remarkable 
one of ſome Chriſtians ſpeaking without 
rongues. This deſerves the more to be 


enquir d into, becaule it has been credit- 
| : ed 


n 
ed by ſo many eminent men of learn” 
ing and great ſenſe, and made uſe of by 
ſome as an unanſwerable argument for 
the doctrine of the ever bleſſed Trinity. 
The learned Grotius mentions it, among 
other miracles, as a proof of a providence, 
in his excellent treatiſe, De veritatèe re- 
ligionis Chriſlianæ . It is alſo mention- 
ac by the Magdeburg hiſtorians, by Ba- 
tonius, by Spanheim, and others. And 
it has been lately very much inſiſted on 
by the learned Dr. Berryman, in his Hi. 
florical account of the I. Vinitarian contro. 


verſy *. 


THAT you may have a clear account 
of this matter, I ſhall in the firſt place 
give you the hiſtory it ſelf, as it is very 
well related by Dr. Berryman 3 and then 


2 Vide et de iis, qui exſecta ob religionem lingua locuti, 


teſtes certiſſimos. Juſtinian. I. 1. C. de off. præf. præt. 
Afr, Procopium Vandalic. Lib. 1. Victorem Vitenſem 
Alb. De perſecut. Anzam Gazzum, Theophraſt. L. x. 
c. 17, in not. 

d Eight ſermons 3 at lady Moyer s laune : 
Wm in the year 1725. 
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make a remark or two upon the tac 
and after that I ſhall conſider {Wktcely 
the authorities, which are brought * 


port it. 


TAE Doctor in his /ixth Sermon is 
giving an account of the ſtare of Aria - 
niſin in Africa, under king Hunneric ; 
who about the year 484 perſecuted the 
orthodox in a very ſevere and cruel man- 
— ner, baniſhing, enſlaving, or murdering 
: ſeveral thouſands. Ar which time, fays 
the Doctor, God was pleaſed to work 
divers miracles, as well for the con- 
1 viction of ſuch, as were not harden'd be- 
yond remedy ; as for the greater ſupport 
of his faithful ſervants under that ſe- 
vere trial, to which they were expoſed, 
Among the reſt there is none more conſi- 
. Aaerable, than that of the clergy and in- 
| habitants of Typaſa in Mauritania ; who 
when they could not be prevailed with to 
profeſs Arianiſm, and be rebaptized (ac 
3 was the common practice of the Arians 
at that time) but continued to celebrate 
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with the Father, had their. tongue eut 

to the roots by the command of Howie: 
ric; and then, by a ſurprizing inſtance of 
God's good providence, they were enabled 
to ſpeak articulately and diſtinctly with. 
out their tongues ; and ſo continuing to 
male open profeſſion of the ſame doc- 
trine, they became not only the preachers, 
4 living witneſſes fs ite truth; 


As to the nature of this miracle, it 
ſeems to me much greater, than any we 


read of in the goſpels wrought by our 


Saviour, or which are afterward faid to 
be wrought by the apoſtles. When they 
work' d miracles on human bodies, which 


wanted any faculty, their way was to 
reſtore the organ to its proper exerciſe. 


When a dumb perſon · was cur'd by 
our Saviour, he looſed the ſtring of his 


tongue, but did not give him the fa- 


culty of ſpeech without a tongue. We 
dot read that he gave men ſight, who 


had no eyes, or made them capable of 


ſeeing in any other than the natural man- 


1 .*. Mark vii. 35. 


ner; 


C23 
„ner ©; or that a man with a wither'd hand 
was made to uſe it, till it was reſtord_ 
whole as the other * And we find, that 
the apoſtles afterward followed the exam. 
ple of their great maſter, upon the like oc- 
caſions. But iu the miracle we are ſpeaking 
of, there was a faculty reſtor'd without 
the organ. A miracle indeed of miracles! 
Had new tongues been immediately 
form'd in their mouths, the thing would 
not haye appear'd to me half ſo wonder- 
ful; for every time they ſpake, as they 
wanted the orgar?) of ſpeech, a new 
miracle was wrought. Ir is hardly per- 
| haps worth mentioning, that poſlibly 

two of theſe perſons ſpake miraculouſly 
to very ill purpoſes ; who, as Dr. Berry- 
man ſays, for the immorality of their 
Practices were” puniſh'd by divine pro- 
©  widence” with the loſs of that extraor- 
4. dinary favour, which had been beſtow- 
'ed on them for the orthodoxy of their 
Faith. I think however the obſer- 
art i 5. 
Procopius ſpeaking of them ſas : dy Jy dVo wrudii 
qurartlv eraiegts manner tyrwony, wm Fry roud 70 
AUTGY i, De bell. Vandal. L. 1. c. 8. 


'rs. 


vation 


Ka) 
vation of #neas Gazæus, or rather 
the perſon in his dialogue, is ſomething 
remarkable: he is one of the chief au- 
thorities quoted for the truth of the 
fact. He ſays, he uſed to think * a fiddler 
could not play without his fiddle, nor 
« a piper without his pipe; but this ſtrange 
% and new fight made him change his 
« opinion *.” For my part, I am till 
of the ſame mind. He ſays too, that up- 
on ſeeing theſe men, he wonder'd not 
+ ſo much by what means they ſpake, as 
“ how their lives were preſerv'd *;” 
which ſeems to me as weak an obſerva- 
tion, as the other is a merry one. To all 
this Imuſt add, that it is a miracle wroughr 
not in defenſe of the Chriſtian religion 
in general, but for the eſtabliſhment of 
one particular doctrine of it. Now to 
me it ſeems very ſtrange, that there ſhould 
be a miracle effected to ſupport one par- 
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( 16 3? 
"ticular: doctrine, which is othealed fn the 
New Teſtament, greater than any to ſup- 


port the whole religion. Had any mi- 


racle really been perform'd by ſome of 
the orthodox biſhops at rhe council of 


Nice, or any other council, where the 
doctrine of the Trinity was canvaſy'd 
and controverted ; there would have been, 


as one may conceive, a much greater pro- 


| bability of ſucceſs, for baniſhing the Arian 


doctrine entirely out of the Chriſtian 


world. But we don't find, that the divine 


being thought any miracle then neceſſary, 
or made uſe of ſigns or wonders, to con- 
vince men of their errors, who already 
owned the truth of the Chriſtian religi- 


on, the fundamental doctrines of which 


are clearly enough revealed in the holy 
ſcriptures. Yet at laſt here is one faid to 
be wrought, more remarkable than any be- 


fore it; which however we don't know 


had gny good effect in converting the 
Vahdals, or others, from their Arian no- 


tions. Had it been attended with this 
ſucceſs, thoſe who relate the fact would, 
I impgioe, have certainly mention'd it. 


I Dox'T 


f 


-_ 


1 Di 0 A ir aſſet; th this theſe —— 
are of themſelves ſufficient to prove the” 
falſity of the hiſtory ; ; but however they 
ſſew, that one may reaſonably expect the 
greateſt evidence i in ſuch a Cale, before aſ- 
ſent is given. It is ſuppoſed indeed by 
- ſome, that we have ſuch evidence. Gro- 
tius calls the writers who aſſert it, eſſes 
certiſſimos; and the learned Dr. Berry-' 
man thinks, that diſcrediting it is ſhaking” 
the whole faith of hiſtory. I am not 
in ſen ſible, ſays he, that miracles _ 
often been pretended in the ſe latter ages; 
which may be juſily called in queſtion, be. 
ing both obſcurely Perform d, and mſi N 
cini attefled. But this is related with 
ach public circumſtances, that I ſee not 
bote we can diſcredit it, without ſhaking 
the whole faith of Liftory, and rejectiug all 
accounts of miracles beſides the ſeriptu- 
ral. The Doctor needed not to have ad- 
ded, beſides the ſcriptural; for if he 
proves to any - one, that by diſcrediting 
this ſtory he ſhakes the whole faith of 
hiſtory, the (criptural miracles them- 
D ſelves 


(18). 


i © ſelves muſt in conſequence be rejected ; 
5 which are, as I apprehend, to be proved 
only by hiſtorical evidence. Icould men- 
tion ſeveral miracles, which I fanſy the 
Doctor would not believe, as well atteſted. 
as this; and yet he would ſcarce: allow 
the inference, that by ſo doing he ſhook 
the whole faith of hiſtory. The ſtrange | 
and ſurprizing virtues of the croſs, men- 
tion d above, have as many and good 
vouchers to ſupport the credit of them, 
as the miracle we are ſpeaking of; and 
yet I preſume no Proteſtant can believe 
thoſe ſtories. | 


1wiLlL ce now to conſider the 
authors quoted by learned men to prove 
this fact. I begin with the moſt antient, 
Victor Vitenſis, an African biſhop and 5 
confeſſor of thoſe. times. He tells us 
himſelf, that he wrote his treatiſe the ſix- 
tieth year aſter the Vandals had enterd 
Africa, which, as Ruinart obſerves, they 
did in the year, 427. He wrote then 


the biſtory of "the Vangalic perſecuti- 


Wk in 457. bout thace years after 
this 


1 | 


TWI : 
chis fact is faid to have happen'd. Now 
he ſays, that king Hunneric gave orders, 
that the right hands and tongues of 
many orthodox Chriſtians ſnould be cut 
off. When this was done, by the aſſi- 
« ſtance of the Holy Ghoſt they ſpake, 
and continue to ſpeak, as they uſed 
« to do before. If any doubts this, let 
him go to Conſtantinople, and there 
he will find one Reparatus a ſubdeacon, 
ho ſpeaks very diſtinctly and arti- 
culately; upon which account he is 
« very much reſpected in Zeno's court 
and held particularly in uncommon re- 
_ « yerence by the empreſs*.” Igive you 
bis own words, as I ſhall the other au- 
thorities too, in the margin. Would any 
man of common ſenſe rake this to be 
a ſufficient evidence in fo miraculous a 


© Linguas eis et manus dextras abſcidillet Quod cum 
fadtum fuiſſet, Spiritu Santo præſtante, ita locuti ſunt, et 
loquuntur, quomodo antea loquebantur. Sed ſiquis . : 
dulus eſſe voluerit, pergat nunc Conſtantinopolin, et ibi 
reperiet unum de illis, ſubdiaconum Reparatum, ſermones 
politos ſine ulla offenſione loquentem; ob quam cauſam 
venerabilis nimium in palatio Zenonis imperatoris habetur, 
et præcipue regina mira eum reverentia veneratur. L. v. 
c. 6. edit, Ruinart. | 
1 1 caſe 
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0 caſe? One may, I think, very * 


conclude, that Victor never ſaw theſe 
Chriſtians, nor heard them ſpeak; for if 


he had, he moſt certainly would have told 


us ſo, and not ſent his readers to Conſtan- 
tinople to know the truth of it : nay, he 
does not ſo much as ſay, that he heard the 
ſtory from any, who ſaw the thing done, 
or the perſons themſelves. Thar he be- 
liev'd it himſelf, I don't at all doubt; and 
ſo he did many other idle and ridiculous 
ſtories : but that he had any good grounds 
to belieye it, don't at all appear from his 
relation. It is a diſpute among the learn- 
ed, where he liv'd, when he wrote this 
book. Cotelerius thinks he was in baniſh- 
ment in old Epire. Chifletius and Rui- 
nart ſuppoſe he was at Conſtantinople, 
I can't but think from his way of telling 
the ſtory, that he was not there at that 


time; for had he been there, he would 


have ſaid: If any one doubts this, let him 
come, not go, to Conſtantinople; and 
here, not there, he will find, Sc. Beſides, 
if he was at Conſtantinople, he might cer- 


and 


(a) 


| | | (©) 
and if he had, as 1 obſery'd before, he 


ought to have told us this. *Tis not im- 


probable he might live a great way both 


from Typaſa and Conſtantinople, and have 
heard only a flight report of the thing. So 
that I think, all that can fairly be collected 
from Victor Vitenſis is, that in his time 
there was in the place where he liv'd a 
current report, that ſome Chriſtians, whoſe 
tongues had been cut off, could ſpeak ; 
and that there was particularly one of 
them, named Reparatus, at Conſtantinople, 


which he beliey'd to be true, That he 


ſhould give his aſſent to ſuch a report, 
without making any enquiry into the 
foundation of it, I don't at all wonder : 
for it was a confirmation of a doctrine he 
zealouſly eſpouſed ; and he was beſides a 
very credulous man, and much given to 
ſuperſtition. Ruinart ſays, that from him 
one may collect the pre-eminence of the 
church of Rome; the lawfulneſs of pray- 
ing to ſaints, and making vows of celi- 
bacy. His credulity is ſufficiently appa- 
rent from ſeveral other ſtrange ſtories, for 
which he deſerves credit as much, as in 
- that 
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(e') 
that before us. He tells us of a woman, 
ho was hung up and tortured, till ſhe 
« -cxſpired. Then her executioners took 
« het down quite dead; but ſhe after. 
«© wards came to life, and ſaid that a young 
« womanſtoodby her, and rouch'd all her 
limbs, upon which the inſtantly re. 
« coverd*.” This young woman, who 
appear'd to her, I ſuppoſe, the papiſts will 
fay was the Virgin Mary, who concerns 
herſelf much with faints here below. 
Now, I think, whoever believes the other 
ſtory upon Victor's authority, ought alſo 
to believe this; and yet I fanſy many 
honeſt Chriſtians will not readily give 
into it, Before 1 leave Victor, I can't 
help obſerving,. that whereas he tells ns, 
Reparatus was reſpected highly at court, 
and wonderfully reverene d by the em. 
preſs; this good lady was, it ſeems, ſo 
auch i in haſt to ger rid of her husband, 


. Quam cut Jam continuatione ſaſpendii, avulſis hume- 
ris,etiam qui cruciabant conſpicerent mortuam, depoſuerunt 
omni parte exanimatam z quæ poſtea retulit quandam ſibi 
virginem adfticſſe, arque __ membra ſingula, et illiſo 


that 


9) 
chat ſhe ſuſſerd him to be buied alive. 1 
| ſhall ay no more of ViRtor's authority, 
which I imagine you don't reckon ſufſi- 
cient to eſtabliſh the truth of the lory, _ 
but only beg leave to mention the great 
miſtake at leaſt of Baronius, who aſſerts, 
that Victor was. an eye-witnels of theſe 
things, which Victor does not ſay of 
bimſelf. There is certainly great danger 
ol being miſled in ſollowing modern wri- 
ters of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, eſpecially the 
papiſts. Many perſons no doubt have be- 
lieved this ſtory from reading Baronius, 
| who ſeems to PS * * 


for it. 


TAE next ne 1 ſhall conſider is 
that of Bneas Gazzus. Dr. Berry man 
ſays, He relates in his dialogue, under 
the perſon of Axitheus, with what cu- 
rioſity he had examin'd into the truth of 
this ſtrange fact; and open d their very 

= mouths to make his 0h ſtruct? zons with the 


a Tones fav, Tom. III. p. 44. edit, Baſil. _ 
Ad ann, 484. Non ſolum Victor, idemque gloria 
confeſſionis illuſtris, qui iſtzc omnia oculis vidit, et mar 
nmibus contrectavit, Þoſteris commendayit, & c. 


more 


(4). 


more . 


the mouth I ſaw that the whblecdagec 


calls him an eye - witneſs, who lived at 
that timed: and other learned men have 


likewiſe aſſerted. that Eneas lived under 
the reign of Zeno; but for no other rea- 


ſon, as appears to me, than that Axitheus. 
a perſon in his dialogue, is introduced 
5 faying, that he ſaw theſe Chriſtians. Wol- 
| ln fays.of him in his epiſtle NY: 
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If this be true, there 
can be ho een againſt his authority 
from want of a ſtrict enquiry into the af. 
fair, or from a too great credulity. It is 
= at the latter end of his book: 1 
my ſelf ſaw. theſe men, and heard them 
++ ſpeak; and wondring at che articulat- 
«©, neſs of the voice, I ſearch d for the or- 
7 . gan of it, and diſcrediting my ears 
2 examibed wich my eyes, and opening 


as torn from the roots Baronius 
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* to his edition of this — : 8 TD 
© | EE 
or was, nor at what time he 
„ lived; but 1. think that Probable. BY 


2 1 do not find it certain, who 


« which Beatus Rhenanus has concluded 


* from the hiſtory of the African perſe- 


11 cution, related at the end of his book, 


f 4 that he lived ahout the time of Zens 
« and Anaſtaſius; becauſe he ſays he 


wo fow ſome of the African clergy ſpeak- 


« ing  articulately, tho their tongues had 


been cut out by order of the tyrant*” 
t this method of proving at what time 
Eneas! liv'd is no better, than if an. y body 
_ ſhould fay, that Tully ſaw ſuch ell at 
fach a time, and conversd with ſuch per- 


ſons ; becauſe in one of his dialogues the 
elder Cato is introduced ſaying fo of him- 


ſelf. 'Eneas's Theophraſtus i is a dialogue. 
* which one Axitheus is introduced dif- 


A Ds: iaſtore vero quis end quoque tempore vixerit, 


| ee invenio; ſed veriſimile tamen exiſtimo, quod 


Beatus Rhenanus ex biſtoria perſecutionis Africe ſub libri 
finew addutta collegit, eum cirea Zenonis et Auaſtaſii 
' tempors -floruifſe 3. quod circa dialogi finem ſe vidiſſe 


| Digs Lora Aeerdotes ait, exſectis a * linguis, n 25 


bang 


(a). 


puting with Theophraſtus an Arbenian F 
philoſopher about the immortality of the 
ſoul,- and the reſurrection of the body, in 
proof of which the ſtory before. us is 
brought as an unanſwerable argument. 
Now at whatever diſtance of time #neas 
might live, after the thing is ſaid to be 
done, if he. had heard of one Axitheus, 
who lived at that time, and firmly be- 
liev'd the ſtory himlelf, he might intro- 
duce him ſaying what is there ſaid. Tho 
I don't think we are obliged to allow even 
ſo much as this; for had he never heard 
of ſuch a perſon, he might ſuppoſe this 
diſpute to have happen d at any time he 
pleas d; and 'tis very probable, that both 
Axithens and Theophraſtus are only feign- 
ed names, ſuited to the Characters of the 
diſputants, and the part they were to car· 
ry on in that dialogue. As Zneas there. 
fore did not doubt the truth of the ſtory 
himſelf, he might make Axitheus, for ſet- 
Ing the argument in a ſtronger light, af. 
firm that he had ſeen. theſe things; which 
is ud unedmmen thing with dialogiſts. I 
| Oy: therefore this may very fairly be 
: — 


"em) 
ſuppoſed to be the caſe, till it be proy'd, 
that by Axitheus Eneas meant bimſelf, 


and that he liv'd at that time. Or ſuppoſ- 


ing he did live then, he might, for ought 
pe know, be a great way both from Ty- 
paſa and Conſtantinople, and conſequent- 
ly never have ſeen thele Chriſtians ; bur 
yet believing the ſtory, might bring a per- 
ſon into his dialogue affirming he had ſeen 
and heard them. From theſe obſervations 
I think it is very plain, that the authority 
of Eneas Gazæus is not ſufficient to de- 
mand our aſſent to a ſtory of this nature. 


Io which I beg leave to add, that this 


| Axicheus, whoever he was, is intro- 
duced as having ſeen ſeveral other ſtrange 
' things, which I can hardly believe, and 
I fanſy they would not appear credible 
to the generality of readers. He tells us 
an odd ſtory of a maſter, who had a blind 
ſcholar that ſtrangely acquir d ſight. When 
the maſter lay on his death-bed, his ſcho- 
lar came to him, and defir'd him to do 
him all the fearvice he could. The maſter 
told him, that in ſeven days he ſhonld be 
able to lee; and then he died: Accord- 


2 ingly 


0 28 


ingly on the ſeventh day the ſcholar re- 


cCeivq ſight, and was not only able to ſee, 
but to read, which he did publicly to 


the great aſtoniſhment of the ſpectators; 
of which Axitheus ſays he was one. *Tis 
pity he had not told us, whether the ſcho- 
lar was born blind; becauſe if he was, his 

reading immediately upon gaining his 
ſight, as the ſtory in the original ſeems to 
repreſent, would have greatly heighten'd 
the miracle. He tells alſo Locks ſtory 
of a child being raiſed from the dead by a 
good old man, whom he himſelf had ſeen, 
Theſe ſtories I don't at all doubt but Eneas 
beliey'd, and therefore makes Axitheus 


ſay he ſaw rhe facts. 
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1s HALL now conſider the reſtimony 
of Juſtinian, which ſome perhaps may 


think very conſiderable ; becauſe what he 


ſays of the ſtory is in one of his laws, 
which may be conſider'd as a public re- 
cord. Thus Baronius ſays: Non ſolum 
Vidlor poſteris commendavit, ſed et im- 
peratoriæ quogue ſanctionis teſtifica- 


tione res tanta meruit celebrari. Dr. 


Berryman goes farther, and ſays: They 


were ſeen there [at Conſtantinople] by 


Juſtinian, who was afterwards emperor, 
and gave account how he had heard from 


themſetves a relation of their ſufferings. 


Juſtinian's words are theſe : Vidimus ve- 
nerabiles viros, qui, abſciſſis radicitus 


linguis, ſuas penas miſerabiliter loque- 


bautur . But this paſſage of it ſelf is fo 
far from proving the thing, that had not 
ſuch a ſtory been heard of before, one 
ſhould ſcarce interpret pœnas ſuas loque- 
bantur in this ſenſe, they related or gave 
an account of their ſufferings. They can 
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neceſſarily be ſaid to ſignify no more, 
khan that in a lamentable manner they 
ſhew'd what puniſhment they had under. 


gone, which might be done without any 

articulate ſounds or ſpeaking. That 4. 
quor is frequently uſed in a metaphorical 
Tenſe, every one knows: Dolabella ſuis 
literis merum bellum loquitur *. So: 
Oculi nimis arguti, quemadmodum animo 
afetti ſmus, "nai And in the epi- 
ſtle to the Hebrews we read: S mover bn 
ae Thus we ſay in Engliſh : Their 
looks ſpeak their miſery. So that from 
this paſſage of Juſtinian, conſider d by it 
ſelf, it does not appear that there ever 
- happen'd any ſuch miracle. Nothing elſe 
will follow, but that Juſtinian had ſeen 
ſome venerable Chriſtians, who having 
had their tongues cut out from the roots 
for their orthodoxy, in a melancholy man- 
ner ſhew'd how they had been puniſh'd. 
And indeed if he meant any thing more 
in that place (which yet I hall not deny) 
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is much he | ſhould nor enlarge upon it, 
and in a pompous or marvelous ſtyle, 
which is very frequent both in his Conſti- 
tutions and his Novels, ſet forth the mi- 
racle, as a proof of the doctrine of the 
Trinity; at leaſt that he ſhould not re- 
preſent it as a very wonderful miracle · 
But he does not ſo much as give it that 
name, tho juſt before he had mention'd 
his ſpeedy conqueſt of Africa as a fort of 
miracle; which, if his meaning was what 
is commonly ſuppos d, ſeems ſcarcely con; 
ſiſtent in a perſon of his turn of mind; for 
ble had himſelf an intemperate zeal for 
that doctrine. I call that an intemperate 
zeal, when perſons are for bringing others 
over to their opinions by puniſhments 
and „ And this bert ol zeal was 


a © Multas quidem et et antea a > Dow meruimus nan | et 
' innumerabilia circa nos ejus beneficia confitemur, pro 
quibus nihil dignum nos egille cognovimus. Pre omnibus 
tamen hoc, quod nunc omnipotens Deus per pes pro ſua 
laude et pro ſuo nomine demonſtrare dignatus eſt, excedit 
omnia mirabilia opera, que in ſeculo contigemint, ut A- 


tica per nos tam brevi tempore reciperat libertatem. I 


| hope you'll read the whole _— for 4 e bis 
Fl. ä 
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who 2 the title in the Code, De ſumma 
| Trmitate, or that De Hereticis et Ma. 
8 ricbaæit. To all this Ichink it proper to 
A | obſerve, that even ſuppoſing; the words 
3 mould be taken in that ſenſe, which thoſe 
wo plead for the miracle are deſirous of, 
Pinar ſhas loquebantur, they related their 
ſiüufferings; yet notwithſtanding this aus 
tthbority of Juſtinian is not fach, as one 
would defire, or expect, in a caſe of this 
% nature. Even in this ienſe the words do 
not neceſſarily imply, that he ever heard 
thoſe men: ſpeak, or examin'd into the 
truth of the ſtory; bur only that he ſaw 
ſuch perſons who pale, that is, who were 
#/ed to ſpeak, and give an account of 
their ſufferings. Nay, and I may add fir - 
ther, that ſhould Juſtinian have defign'd 
the ſenſe” commonly pleaded for in this 
expreſſion, yet he was but an infant when 
the SS. wo ", and therefore mult 


2 nen b ue year vg ae. for Bel 
La ee 565; and Zonaras tells us, that 
3: 8; un, 44 gears old when he aſcended the throng, and 
3 —  Zonar, Ann, Tom. . 


- probably 
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t probably. be FAT; ©9399 when he "ny 
them. and ſo might eaſily be impoſed 

upon, bot any ill uſe been made of the 
calamity of theſe conſeſſors by ſome 

artful perſons, So that in whateyer 
ſenſe the words are taken, there can be 
no great ſtreſs laid upon this paſſage of 
e in proof of the miracle. ; 3 
: + Iren 0 0 BED therefore | to OT, the 
„ account, which. Marcellinus Comes has 
| I, us-of the matter, hom likewiſe 
Berryman, . mentions. . Marcellinus 5 
Comes, ſays he, who was Fuſtinian s chan- 
 cellor, has left it likewiſe under his hand, 
that. be ſaw 'em there himſelf ; ; and has 
added. this conſi, derable circumſtance, that 
one of N the confeſſor's treated i an this Mans 
ner had all his life been dumb, until the 
execution of this barbarity, This cir- 
 eumſtance is indeed very conſiderable, as 
the Doctor obſerves. Marcellinus tells us, 
chat king Hunneric order'd the tongue of 
a young man to be cut out, who had been 
both deaf and dumb from his birth, and 
as ſoon after he * aud gave glory 
ol 9 to 
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tbGod. "Tha de ads; chat he ſaw feve- 
tal of theſe ſufferers at Conſtantinople, 
who. ſpabe, tho their rongaes were cut 
off. It is very remarkable, that no 


orller hiſtorinn ſhould mention this young 


man, befides Marcellinus; for the mi- 
racle is much greater, than that of the 
others; that one both deaf and dumb 
from his birth, after his tongue was cut 
our, fionld not only make articulate 
fbunds, but be able to give an account of 
nis faith ig Chr ſt, and profeſs the doctrine 


or the Trinity, . which he had never heard. 
| Hiinineric had not ſurely the ſame deſign 


in cutring out this man's tongue, which 
he had in cutting off the reſt. In them, 
1 ſuppoſe, he Ich ign'd to prevent the 


f ) Sang their dodrine but his was cut 


* * 
1 & 


: Ts tales eatholici idvteſcentis vitam a hati- 


hate flu ſhie ullo ſermione durentis liagunm preccepic ab- 


ſeindi, idemque mutus, quod fine huntago auditu Chriſto 


dredens didicerat, mox præciſa ſibi lingua locutus eſt, glo- 


rlinnqae. Deo in primo vocis fine exordio dedit. Denique 
t bor ſidelium conubecnio aliquantos ego religioliflitnes 
vicos, przciſis eee apud Byzantium 
Integra voce conf] pox: loquentes. C ironic. Theod orĩeo et 


out 


(469. 0 
out only to put him to pain, „* 
; _— it may be worth obſervipg, chat 
Marcellinus does not ſay, he ſaw this 
young man himſelf. But to. paſs. that cir- 
cumſtance, the reſt of the account ſeems 
liable to the fame exception, as that - 
Juſtinian. For the words conſbexi lo- 
quentes don't neceſſarily imply, that 
he ſaw and heard them, when they ſpake. 
They may intimate no more, than that 
he ſaw ſome of thoſe ſpeaking perſons, 
or who were reported to ſpeak. If he 
had deſign'd the former ſenſe, he might 
have put it out of all doubt by ſaying, 
audi vi loquentes. Beſides, the ſame ob- 
jection lies againſt him, as againſt Joſti- 
nian, with reſpect to time; for he places 
this barbarous action in the conſulate of 
Theodoricus and Venantius, that is in the 
year 484, and brings down his Chronicon, 
in which he relates it, to the fourth LL 
ſulate of Juſtipian, or the year 5 34, fifty 
years after; ſo that 'tis very likely he 
was but a boy when he ſaw hems and 
- conſequently eaſy to he impos'd upon, in 
caſe any ſuch thing was deſigu d. I may 
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add to this, thar he appears to have bak ; 
a very credulous man, and fond of mira - 


culous ſtories ; as a proof of which! ſend 


you one, chat he tells of what happen'd, 
when Monaxius and Plinta were conſuls, 


at the birth of Valentinian the younger. 


ec Several towns and villages were then 
« deſtroy'd by an earthquake. And Je- 
4 ſus Chriſt our God appear d plainly 
ei from a cloud over mount Olivet, near 
«Jeruſalem. Then great multitudes of 


« both ſexes of the neighbouring coun- 


6 tries being affrighred, as well from what 
they faw, as what they heard, and be- 
«-lieving in Chriſt, were baptized ; upon 
which there immediately ſhone very 
$6. — a croſs, imprinted on the coats 
& of all * who were baptized . Mo- 


5 3 Monario et Plinta coſſ. Valentinianus junior * 


Rayennam, patre Conſtantio et Placidia matre, vx nonas 


natus eſt. Multæ Paleſtine civitates villæque terræ 
motu callapſz. Deus noſter Jeſus Chriſtus ſemper ubique 
zqrus ſuper montem Oliveti, Hieroſolymæ vicinum, ſeſe de 
pube manifeſtavit ; multæ et tunc utriuſque ſexus vicinarum 

tium nationes, tam viſu quam auditu perterritæ atque 
credubæ, ſacro Chriſti ſonte ablutz ſunt, omniumq; bap- 
$izatary in tunicis crux Chriſti ſalvatoris divinitatis nutu 


| Fxtemplo 6 ing refulſit, 


3591 1 naxius 


naxius and Plinta were conſuls in the year 
41 9, which muſt have been many years 
before Marcellinus was born; and yet, 
as you ſee, he tells this ſtory roundly, as 
if he no ways doubted the truth of it, or 
ſuppos'd that his readers would, and there- 
fore he produces no vouchers for it. Af. 
ter this I need not trouble you with the 
ſtories of God's revealing the place, where 
St. Stephen's body was; nor of St. John 
the Baptiſt appearing, and diſcovering 
where his head lay *. You will certainly 
conclude, that the man, who belie vd theſe 
things, might believe any thing ; and 
that it is not at all ſtrange, if ſuch an one 
| ſhould be impoſed upon. 
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Tux next author, whoſe. account of 
the ſtory I ſhall conſider, is Procopius. 
Dr. Berryman ſays, Procopius of Cz/area, 
who lid in their time, and was him- 
ſelf a ſenator of Conſtantinople, ſpeaks 
it, as a matter that was public and 

Honorio et Theodoſio vi coſl, 

-> Vincomalo et Opilione coſſ. 


well 
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well Knoten in that place, and has beft 


bis. "account of the fact under his own 


All this is true, and yet his autho - 
riry i is not ſufſicient to make one believe 
any miracle in the caſe. His account is 
this 52 Huuneric cut out the tongues of 

ve many quite from the roots, who being 
« alive to my time at Conſtantinople | 
« ſpake articulately, without the 2 2 
« Ancovvenience from this puniſhment . 
Ic is certainly very remarkable, that Pro- 
copius does not ſay one word of his hav- 
ing ſeen or heard theſe men himſelf, or 

that they were in being when he wrote 
bis hiſtory, but rather the contrary. From 
his way of telling the ſtory, it looks as if 


he had only heard formerly that there 
were ſuch men. and that he. ſuſpected no 
fraud in the matter, but believ'd it on 
| common fame. As he lived at the ſame 


time wiſh . that is in the ie reign 
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PRONE. and was a ſenator of Conſta- 
tinople, which gave him an opportunity 
to inquire throughly into the fact, and 
yet only ſays, that ſome of theſe perſons 
were living to his time; this ſeems to be 
a farther confirmation of what I obſery'd 
before, that in all probability both Juſti- vl 
nian and Marcellinus muſt have been very = 
„when, as they tell us, they faw 
hem: Bat now that Proco pla Wonldd 
take up with ſuch a ſtory upon hearlay, 
4 N at all wonder ; for from other 
parts of his writings he plainly appears to 
baye been a very ctedulous and ſaperſti. | 
. tious man. I cart help jadging a man 
eredulous and ſuperſtitions, who is very I 
_ fond of omens and dreams, as ſo many ö 
prophecies of future events; and ſuch 9 
events, as one can hardly ſuppoſe the di- 4 
vine being would ſo oſten interpoſe in. 
His omens of victory are very mahy and 
frequent. Even the plays or 1 
which boys uſe in the ſtreets or ways, 
when an army is marching, fignify toa 
man of his „ and an a future 
BE victory. 
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8 victory. This baer more than once *, 
He tells us too that much fire ſhone on 
the tops of the Rd idle ſpears, ſo that they 
ſeem' to be burning; there were nor 
many (he fays),who ſaw it, but thoſe who 
did, were very much aſtoniſh d. tho per- 
fectly i ignorant of what it fore · boded. The 
fame thing a great while after happen d to 
the Romans in Italy, and then they were 
convinced by former experience, that 
5 victory was portended®. + Another time 
he tells us, God plainly ſhew'd them, that 
they ſhould conquer their enemies, by 
diſcovering a. ſpring to them in a dry 
ground. But 1 will not trouble you 
with aby more of his ridiculous ſtories. 
From what has been ſaid, I fanſy, yo 
will not think his abr de. good i in 
the caſe before us. 


= OIL 


4 4 f 15 ＋ 2 
19101 


I nus 5 have > 62 bas: as An 
= nies of all thoſe,. W rs Fhought to have 


* he bell. vb IL 1. c. 21. de bell. Goth. . Ie 

Se 0 . Haien EE 

2 De bel. andal. * 02. 5 TRIS ie 

W Vandal L 6 ig. - . 
livd 


£2 8 — 


649 


liv'd about the time of this miracle; 64 : 
who-themſclyes are ſuppos d to; have So 
the perſons, on whom it was wraught; ; 
And I preſume I have made it appear, that 
not one of them. conſidering the evidences. 


given, can be ng Wan wit 
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Ax the writers den. who. 1250 at ine 
time -of-thiefe confeſſors, have not ſaid 
| enobgh to aſtabliſh the ſtop; thoſe who 
are! allow d by all to hayeliy'd after, / ef: 


© pegially if it appears chat they alſo wert 


perſons of the ſame character and turn of 
min. cannot be reckon d of authority 


© Baronius| Dr. Berryman, and other leattt- 
ed men, whoſe: teſtimonies I muſt now 
: conſider. And I believe you will ſee they 

are ſuch writers, as: one ſhould hardly 


erode in a thing of this nature, had they 
lived at the time when it was done, and 


ber no more thad = donner „ n ee 
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10 at begin with m Evagrins a writer of 
the ſixth/ cefirury.” Baronius, as Span- 
heim inſorms us“, is very fond of him, 
and ſays, he is the fiſt eccleſiaſtical hilto- 
rian, who was truly orthodox; which how- 
ever, I think, in this caſe W no weight 
to his authority. And the character 
which Spanheim himſelf has given of him, 
is certainly a very true one: That he was 
inclined to perten, ſoud of relics, 
and the miracles attributed to the wood of 
che "croſs, and others equally filly and 
fictitious. I ſhall not trouble you with 
any of his idle ſtories in order to.ſhew | 
= credulity, of which: there are am · 
ple proofs in his hiſtory g but only 
obſerve with reſpect to the matter before 
us; that he has it only from Procopius, 
whom he cites for it * : and therefore his 
n can and for Ry" after I 
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have already. prov'd, that the relation of © 
Procopius himſelf is of no weight. But 
it is worth remarking, that he affirms Pro- 
copius ſays, he ſaw and was preſent with 
theſe men, ſpeaking as if they had ſuf- 
fet'd nothing at all'. If you look back 
to the paſſage I havotranſcribed from Pro- 
copius, you will ſee he ſays no ſuch thing. 
And as to the law in the Code, which he : 
likewiſe cites, he is guilty of a miſtake ;. 
| for he calls it an edict of Juſtin, Wwe 
ir is lhnen 80. | 


1 THINK 1 need ſay no wood this 
writer, and therefore ſhall proceed to Vi- 
Qor Tununenſis. Dr. Berryman ſays of 
him, Victor Tunun. an African biſhop. 
who liu'd ſoon after them, as being both, 
_ biſbop and confeſſor in the reign of Ju- 
«© fliman, alleges the teſtimony of the royal 
city, that 8 nn where their 
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© "YI miiowe: inter d. As Victor liv's in 


the reigu of Juſtinian, he had ſuſſcient 
opportunity of inquiring into the fact 
from thoſe, who were contemporary: with 
theſe confeffors, if he was not himſelf, 
aud were inhabitants of - Conſtantinople, 
But inſtead of this he contents himſelf 
Vith a ſtory, that ſuch perſons lay buried 
there a. Such authority as this will ſurelx 
have very little weight with any man of 
judgment. Befides, it appears from other 
inſtances, that Victor was a very credy- 
lous man, and fond of miracles, He tells 
another odd ſtory of a miracle in deſenſe 
of the Trinity. When an Arian was ba- 
Ptizin a perſon, inſtead of ſaying, I ba- 
ptize thee in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, he 
ſaid; I baptize thee in the name of the 
Father, through the Son, in the Holy 
Ghoſt : _ which the water inſtantly 


n Eis 2 words are ; theſe: Benet Aus. 0 Quos con- 
ſeſſdres, quod linguis abſciſſis perfecte finepn ad uſque lo- 
Will ſunt, ur bs regia atteſtatur, ubi e eorum jacent, 
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 diſappear'd, | 
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diſfappear d; and the veſſel, which before; 
cantain d ir, was broke And to men- 
tion na more, he tells us how St. Barnabas 
himſelf ſhew'd where his body lay, with 
the Goſpel of St. Matthew which. ME 
eee 1 


0 Tun! next authority t to be confider'd i is 
that of Gregory the Great, who ſaw an 
old biſhop, who ſaw the men. Here is an 
authority worth: conſidering, that of a 
pope, who had it from a biſhop. The 
biſhop told Gregory, that he ſaw their 
-mouths, when they ſpake without tongues, 
and that they cried out to every body: 
Ke, we ſpeak without tongues ©®Þ This 
biſhop, - whoever he was, muſt have been 
2 very old man, when he told this to 
Pregory. It was about the year 578, 


A Patrido et 8 coll. 
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ejus manu ſcriptum, ipſo eodem revelante, inventum eſt. 
O $jaatgr/ ger &veu vie Te d Sheipay bh R 
. taraxirai dvoiyrres Y Th EauToOy SOuarrt He 
Nen · Octane zn 7*σνοu& cui Hua ** D. 
L. nr. 8 32. | 


when 


TY 


whe Oday went to eee 1 
Theſe men, it is ſuppos d, went thither 


in the year 484, or ſoon after. Let us 


ſuppoſe that ſome of them liv d there thir- 


ty years, that is to the year 514; tho 


from ſeveral circumſtances in the former 
accounts, and the manner in which the 


- wiiters expreſs themſelves, I can't think 


they did: but - ſuppoſing this, and that 


the biſhop was: fourteen years old when 
he took notice of them, he muſt have 


been ſeventy: eight when Gregory con- 
vers d with him, tho it was ſoon after his 


coming thither. All this indeed may poſ- 


ſibly be; but to ſay the beſt of it, it looks 


very ſulpicious, eſpecially if we conſider 
ſome other circumſtances of the relation. 
For it ſeems; to me very unaccountable, . 


that aſter thirty years time they ſhould, 
have any occaſion to open their mouths, 


and appeal to the ſpectators, Whether 


they ſpake without tongues; and that the 


venerable biſhop ſhould acquaint Gregory 


with nothing m more remarkable concerning 
** * | 


{8 bes the Sh Account i bis life; in the thir kb f 


bis works. 
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them, after ſuch a number of years, which: 


this miracle had continued. Beſides, as 


we know nothing of this biſhop, or what. 
his character was, his authority in ſuch a 


caſe can, I think, merit little regard. 


And I am ſure the pope's does not deſerve 
more regard than his, howſoever credu · 


lous he might be. For Gregory ſeems pre- 


pared to believe every miraculous thing, 
which was told him, provided it had a 


tendency to eſtabliſh orthodoxy. Never 


was any man more fond of wonders. In 


bis dialogues there is a great number of 
ſtories, which none but a very ſuperſti- 


tious man could relate with ſeriouſneſs; 


He often tells us from abbots and other 
© great men ſuch things, as, I hope, will 
;vexer be believ d in a proteſtant country, 

1 Iwill ſend you one to divert you a little, 

and to give you a ſpecimen of the wiſdom 
8 of this Gregorius Magnus. It is an ac- 
- count. of ſomething very odd, which 

happen d in Valeria, and was told him by 


Valentinus. A holy and pious prieſt was 


buried by the church, near which was a 


R pen; and it bafpen d that the very 
ſor 
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ſp6t he was buried in was the way bo it 
Ono night, when the clergy! were at theit 


35 devotions in the church, a thief comes, 


takes one of theiheep, ind goes away with 
ir upon his ſhoulders; but when he came 
to the grave of this prielt he was ſtop'd 
all on a ſudden, and could not go one ſtep 
further : then he takes the theep from 
his neck, and 'would have let it go, bur 

was not able ro take his hatid from it. 8 

this thief (ſays Gtegoty) who was unwil· 

ling to be Teen by che living. was won⸗ 
derfully ſtopt, and inviſibly held by one 


dead. lu the morning rhe cletgy having 
field" theit devotions, came out of tbe 


ehuteli, and Were aſtoniſſ'd to ſee a man 


Having” in that mittitier, with a ſheep in 


is hand. He corifefs'd the thing to them, 


chen they. pray d for: him, and in anſwer 
10 their prayets he was Loos d. 1s pot 


this'a- pretty ſtory for the great biſnop of 


Rome to telate? And éugbe not his au- 


Ui6tity't6 de relpetted, # aud have regard 


zn0i7 bun 
x2 ears mine res e. (or 
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id; to ĩt in all narrations of miraculous? 


facts? It is hardly worth remarking, that 
Gregory is miſtaken, tho a pope, when 
he ſays the Vandalic perſecution was in 
Juſtinian's time; theſe men loſt their: 
tongues in Zeno's' time, many years be- 
fore Juſtinian was emperor. This is an 
error of his own, I ſuppoſe, not of the 
biſhop; and ſhews with how little e 
N into THE N tote en 

y $3 3 J ah 

Tat laſt dutbotiey 1 ſhall conſider; is 
thatiof {fidore,: archbiſhop'of Sevil; whaz: 
Dr. Berryman tells us, /was aeg 
with. Gregory; and a per ſon of itoo ma 
learning und quag ment te b drreivd in 
ſo important a. fact, which 04s not 1:8 


Century before him. Men of great learn = 


ing and found judgment in other things 
are, as I have obſerv'd before, often de- 


cejv'd- in matters of this kind; and fre- 


queritly make leſs inquiry, chan perſons: 
of inferior: abilities in,otherireſpes, into 
ſuch facts, which if true, would confirm a 
favourite opinion. Iſidore never ſiw any 
one of thoſe confeſſors himſelf, nor does _ 
MM = he 
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he fay he had the account from any p 


ſon, * had ſeen them; ſo that? tis = 


bable he had it: only, as we have it, from 
hiſtorians of that time, or from a tradi- 
tion. And this I imagine he would cre- 


dit, without making any inquiry into the 
foundation of the tradition. I can't help 


thinking thus, becauſe he was certainly, 
notwithſtanding his learning and judgment, 
a very credulous man. He tells the ſtory 
of St. Barnabas, revealing where his body 
lay :; and that other which Victor Tunu- 
neuſis relates of the water which diſap- 


per d, when an Arian was going to ba- 


ptize 2 perſond; o and many ſuch ridiculous 
tales, as if he firmly believ'd them. I 
can't forbear telling you, what he ſays 
happen'd under Theodoſius the younger. 
The Devil it ſeems, at that time appear d 
to the Jews in Crete, under the form of 
Moſes, and promiſed to lead them through 
the ſea, without being werſhod, to the land 
* 4 rp mggA 3. 75 e 12 — * 


l * Chron. ſub Zenone, „ a. 
> Ibid, ſub Anaſtalio, 1 . 3 
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low'd him; by which means many were 
drown'd, and thoſe who were ſav'd, were 
immediately converted to Chriſtianity *. 
He that beliey'd this ſtory, may very well 


be _ d t believe rhe other at firſt 
hearing. EN 


Tus I have confider'd all the autho- 
 rities, which I have met with, quoted by 
learned men to ſupport this miracle. And 
now to ſum up the evidence in one ſhort 
view : Victor Vitenſis, the firſt of them, 
who wrote-rhree years after the fact, does 
not ſay that he ever ſaw any one of theſe 
ſufferers, and mentions but one that he 
knew of at Conſtantinople, As to Eneas 
+ Gazzus, we can't be certain whether he 
liv d near the time, or not; or whether 
Axitheus in his dialogue was any more 
than a feigned perſon. Two of the other 
three, who are ſaid to have liv'd before the 
death of theſe men, muſt in all probability 
have been very young, when they ſaw 
them, and conſequently are not much to be 


w. fub Theodoſ, ju. 
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relied on in their account. of the affair ; ; 
which of itſelf is to me an objection of 


very great weight: : beſides, neither the 


words of Juſtinian, nor of Marcellinus 
Comes, neceſſarily imply that they ever 
heard them ſpeak ; nay, thoſe of Juſtinian, 


in the moſt obvious ſenſe, don't expreſs 


any miracle. And Procopius ſeems to have 
taken the ſtory upon hearſay. As to thoſe 
who livd after theſe ſufferers, their ac: 


: count is till leſs to be depended up- 


Evagtius had his account from Pro. 
copins, with this difference, - that he 
makes him fay he ſaw them, which Pro- 
copius does not affirm himſelf. Victor 
Tununenſis refers us only to a ſtory, that 


ſuch perſons were ſaid to be buried at 


Conſtantinople. Gregory's account is yet 
further from the time, and only at ſecond 


hand from a biſhop, who muſt have been 
very young when he ſaw them. Iſidore, 


the laſt evidence, ſeems to repeat what he 


fays | from tradition. To this muſt be add - 
ed the character of theſe writers; that it 
plainly appears they were men of great 


credulity and n. and very fond 
of 
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of miracles. This, 1 preſume, is a fair 
and juſt repreſentation of the matter. And 
now I may leave it to you, or any conſi- 
derate man to determine, how far ſhort 
_ theſe writers fall of the character given 
them by the learned Grotius, who calls 
them teſtes certiſſimos; or by Dr. Berry- 
man, who ſtyles them competent witneſſ. 
es. Nor can I think with the Doctor, that 
the faith of hiſtory will receive any great 
- ſhock by diſcrediting this ſtory. 


Zur ſhould you now inquire, _ 


evidence I would expect in this caſe ; 


will tell you as briefly as I can, tho I bd 


in ſome meaſure done it already. ASI 
would ſuppoſe the miracle to be wrought 
immediately upon that inhuman action of 
Hunneric, I ſhould expect to hear of ſome 
wonderful effect it had upon the enemies 
of theſe confeſſors. And after they came 


to Conſtantinople, the royal ſeat of the 


empire, I ſhould expect a much further 
and more certain account of the fact, and 
to hear they made a better uſe of their 
time, than to ſhew themſelves as a pu- 


blic 
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blic ſpectacle; that they were Atalans in 
preaching up the doctrine of the Trinity, 
and appeal d to this miracle for the truth 
of it; and that this had a very conſide- 


rable effect in deſtroy ing the Arian hereſy, 


and giving a ſpread to the orthodox faith. 
But we hear nothing of this, or of any 


other good end that was anſwer'd by it, 


except barely to theſe confeſſors them- 


| ſelves in the recovery of their ſpeech. 


And if nothing more was intended, than 
their private benefit, by this wonderful ap- 
pearance of a divine power; one might 
equally expect, that their hands, which 
were cut off, ſhould likewiſe have been 
reſtor'd to them, and then we might have 
had the account from themſelves. 


Ar rza all this monk will deres ask 
my opinion about the foundation of this 
ſtory; for it is not probable that the 
whole thing ſhould be an entire fiction. 


and ſuch a piece of hiſtory have its riſe 


from nothing, but the bare imagination 
of zealous hiſtorians. I will therefore in 


a a few words give you my conjecture of 


the 
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the matter. | A think then, it can't be de- 


nied that king Hunneric was an Arian, 


and perſecuted in a moſt cruel and barba- 
rous männer thoſe, who believ'd the do- 


ctrine of the ever bleſſed Trinity. In 


this perſecution, in order to hinder them 

from ſpreading their notions, either by 
their voice or writings, he order'd the hands 
of ſeveral of them at leaſt to be lopt off, 
and their tongues to be cut out; tho ſome 


of them might poſſibly loſe only a part of 


their tongue, after which they might be 
able to ſpeak without a miracle. It could 
not be long before the report of this bar- 
barous action reach'd Conſtantinople, and 
ſuch of theſe perſons, who had an oppor- 
tunity for it, might aſterwards go from 


Typaſa thither, where they knew they | 


ſhould meet with kind treatment, having 
ſuffer'd for ſo good a cauſe as the ortho- 
dox faith. It muſt ſoon be noiſed about 
Conſtantinople, that ſome of thoſe con- 
feſſors, whoſe rongues had been cut out 
by order of Hunneric, were come thither, 


and could ſpeak as well as before. And 


as all were — with an ac- 
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© count' of the fact; 'tis EP to ſuppoſe this 
paſs d immediately for a proof of the Tri- 
nitarian doctrine; and that people were for 


the generality glad to believe and think, 
that God had interpoſed in ſo wonderful 


a manner in behalf of an opinion, which 
they believ d themſelves, and for which 
others had ſuffer'd in ſo inhuman a man- 


ner. And thus I think it very probable, 


that moſt; perſons readily beliey'd the 

thing from common fame, without ſeeing 
or examining whether the whole tongue 
was cut out from the roots, or only a part 


of it. Tbis, as I take it, is no imptobable 


account of the affair. That men may be 


able to ſpeak, after they have loſt part of 
their tongues, I hope you won't deny. 


There is a clergyman now living in 


Gloceſterſhire. (as it is reported) who 


does the duties of his office; tho ſome 


years ago he had the misfortune to have 


part of his tongue cut out by rogues, 


who came to rob his houſe. And it may 
be worth obſerving. that Victor Vitenſis, 
the firſt reporter of the ſtory, and who 


wrote three — after this cruel action 


3). RB: 
of Hunneric, uſes only the words linguzs' 
abſcidiſſet, without radicitus, which is 
added by Iuſinian, and ſome of the fol- 
die writers. 


Pans. I have given you my opinion 
concerning the foundation of the ſtory. 
It may perhaps be objected: that this 
is to ſuppoſe thoſe confeſſors guilty of 
a fraud, in endeavouring to make men 
believe they had loſt their whole tongues, 
and ſpake miraculouſſiy, when neither of 
theſe was true; and that tis not pro- 
bable men ſo wicked would ſuffer to that 
degree in a good cauſe. Now you cant 
think me obliged to anſwer every diffi» 
eulty, which may poſſibly be ſtarted in 
fuch an affair. I rook upon me to ſhew 
vou, that the authorities hitherto pro- 
duced in proof of the ſtory appear to me 
not ſufficient ro ſupport the credit of it; 
but did not undertake t6 account for the 
method, by which it paſs'd for a miracle. 
However, ſince I have now touch'd upon 
_ that, I will give you my preſent thoughts as 
1 to this objection. It ſeems to me moſt pro- 
ear 7}; 3 
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bable, that not many of the faſſertes long 


ſurviv'd their puniſhment, and that very 


few of them ever got ſo far as Conſtan- 


tinople. But if only two or three, who 
went thither, had ſo much of their tongues 
leſt, as would enable them to ſpeak, this 
might be a ſufficient foundation for the 

ſtory without their promoting it, any 
further perhaps than by not conttadicl 
ing it. 


Bur ſhould you fill inſiſt upon it, that 


theſe men muſt be guilty of a fraud, in 


permirring others to believe their ſpeaking 
was miraculous, when they themſelves 
knew! the contrary ; I can only fay, that 
tho you ſhould think fo, yer you cant 
deny it poſſible for them to think other - 
wiſe. I am firmly perſuaded there have 
been many perſons, who have thought 
it law ful not only to connive at, but even 


to ſpread a ſtory, which they knew was 


not true, when they imagin'd the belief 


of that might be a means of bringing peo- 


ple to believe ſomething elſe, - which they 
thought was true, and neceſſary to be be- 


3100 „ lievd 


Hey'd 28 on — of their faith. And: 
this certainly is worſe, than a bare per- 
miting men to continue in an error about 
4 matter of fact. | 


Br UT IF * way of accounting for the 
flor ory be not thought ſufficient; it has 
been obſerv'd before, that in all proba · 
bility it muſt have been ſeveral years 
after the fact, before either] uſtinian, Mar- 
cellinus, or Gregory's biſhop ſaw thoſe 
men; who are the only perſons that 
affirm they did ſee them, except Axi- 
theus, of whom I have ſaid enough al- 
ready. And in this time it is not unlike. 
ly, that ſome impoſtors, pretending to 
be of the number of thoſe ſufferers, might 
get a trick of doubling back or contract- 
ing their tongue in ſuch a manner, as to 
make it appear, at leaſt to thoſe at ſome 
diſtance from them, as if it was cut off, 
in order to raiſe compaſſion, and get mo- 
ney from the ſpectators. This ſeems to 
me the more probable, becauſe I haye 
been told of a perſon, who ſome years 
10 — the ſame trick at London, pre- 
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tending he had * "VER in Tusky, 


vhs he had met with that cruel treat- 
t; but whether he had the art of 


| eaking articulately, when his tongue 


was ſo doubled, my friend could not in- 


form nie. I cant but think the biſhop's 


ſtary in Gregory looks pretty much like 


this. He tells us nothing which they 
ſaid; bur only this: Sd, 'we 


rb. 
out: tongues. This ſeems to carry in it 
more the air of impoſtors, than confeſſors 
for religion, eſpecially at ſuch a diſtance 


of time from the fact. Had he acquaint- 


ed us with any ſerious diſcourſe ſpoken by 
them. or that they preached in defenſe 
of the Trinity, it had been much more 
plauſible. - And thoſe two, who were af. 
terwards detected to have been. guilty of 
immorality (if there be any truth in that 
part of the ſtory). might be of this num- 


ber, and, after they were diſcover'd, pre- 
tendi they had:. loſt their ſpecch, as. the 
eee to get off. b den 
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to their tongues, haw could they cams 
terſeit the loſs oi their hand? In anſwer⸗ 
to this let me remarlæ. that none of the! 
— mention their hands, . 
cept Marcellinus. And if they were con- 
| ceald, or wrapt up in clothes, the at- 

tention to their ſpeaking would very 
probably divert the ſpectators, and take 

them off from any — regard to chat 


. 


B UT whether I have hit upon the true 
foundation of the ſtory, or not, I can't 
doubt but you will agree with me, that 
the evidenes fon it is not ſifliciegt to give 
it the credit of a real s And the 
late Rabbit. ſtory among ourſelves is a 
flagrant inſtance, how capable mankind i is 


ol be of being O_o 2 


I BBLIEVS, Sir, by e are 
ſufficiently tit; bun if yanars, you muſt 
thank yourſelf ſor it, who put me upon 

this task. I ſhall: be very glad to know, 
: vu you * with me in my opi- 
| nion 
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